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WELCOME TO   RIOJA ALAVESA

Rioja Alavesa is a 300 km² region situated 
in the south of Álava between the River Ebro 
to the south and the imposing Cantabria 
Mountain Range to the north, where vines 
have been grown since Roman times.

Rioja Alavesa, with a population of 12,000, 
includes 15 municipalities, 4 Administrative 
Areas and 23 towns, home to approximately 
300 wineries. A region where the culture 
of wine permeates everything; where the 
people see coexistence and hospitality as a 
way of life.

The short distances between these 
municipalities and the ease of access 
are excellent reasons to visit this stunning 
landscape of endless vineyards, sprinkled with 
olive trees and ancient dolmens, medieval 
villages with walled enclosures, stately 
mansions and churches of sober beauty… 
and of course, an endless number of wineries 
that combine tradition and modernity.

The Rioja Alavesa Wine Route, consisting 
of more than one hundred establishments, 
invites you to enjoy unique experiences and 
discover all the hidden corners of this region.

In addition to enjoying unique 
experiences in vineyards and wineries and 
the attractive landscapes, travellers can 
also take pleasure in wine festivals and 
events, cultural visits, wine therapy, nature 
activities, wine-related shopping, etc, 
while spending the nights among barrels 
and vineyards in avant-garde hotels with 
spectacular designs, or in country houses 
and hotels full of charm.

The finishing touch to a stay in Rioja Alavesa 
must be its cuisine, from the most traditional 
dishes to the delicacies of miniature cuisine, 
based on a type of cooking that is faithful to 
our roots and blessed by a prodigious range 
of products; traditional products that our 
chefs still use today. 

We would like to invite you to visit the 
beautiful towns that make up Rioja Alavesa; 
they all share the common feature of being 
intimately linked to the world of wine. In many 
of them, you will find medieval fortresses, 
imposing emblazoned houses as well as 
renaissance, baroque and neoclassical 
palaces. You will be amazed to discover 
that these villages hide huge underground 
cellars or “calados”, where wine is still made 
in the traditional manner. Tradition combines 
with innovation, to the point that you will be 
amazed at the high quality and variety of the 
services available in the villages.

These are also an irresistible mosaic 
of heritage resources, historical quarters, 
cellars with personality, affable people 
and landscapes that unequivocally make 
travellers understand they are in a land that 
has made wine and all that surrounds wine its 
raison d’être.
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THE REGION FROM TOWN TO TOWN



Rioja Alavesa features 13,500 hectares of 
vineyards and almost 300 wineries that 
produce approximately 100 million bottles of 
wine under the supervision and control of the 
Rioja Designation of Origin Regulating Council.

Wineries of many types constitute the heart 
of Rioja Alavesa. Some are located in 
ancestral “calados” (underground cellars) 
where wine is still made in the traditional 

manner, others are third or fourth generation 
wine-makers who have adapted their 
facilities, preserving the authenticity of the 
family vineyards. Others are centuries-old, 
stately and classic, whose names exude 
great reverence among connoisseurs 
from any land. Interestingly, some wineries 
boast avant-garde architectural styles with 
stunning shapes, designed by some of the 
best architects in the world.
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PLEASURES...

LIVING among barrels

IN THEIR OWN RIGHT

The hotel infrastructure in Rioja Alavesa is 
almost unprecedented, which attests to its 
importance as a tourist attraction. You can 
stay in four-star hotels or in very attractive 
rural establishments and farms. Similarly, you 
can sleep in authentic wine resorts or in old 
wineries transformed into hotels.

During your stay, all these establishments 
will provide the possibility of countless 
wine-tourism activities so that you can enjoy 
unforgettable experiences in Rioja Alavesa.

They say that only sybarites search for a 
perfect pairing between the best cuisine 
and an excellent wine... if Rioja Alavesa 
wines are involved, then the outcome is 
assured. In addition to experiencing the 
wine culture, you will enjoy an exquisite 
and varied cuisine. This privileged area has 
contributed some of the best traditional 
dishes: potatoes with chorizo, chops 
grilled over vine cuttings, pork cheek in 
red wine. Our chefs have managed to 
combine tradition and modernity and 
offer everything from authentic miniature 
delicacies to gourmets menus paired 
with a selection of the best Rioja Alavesa 
wines.
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SLEEPING
among barrels

SAVOURING
among barrels



PLEASURES... IN THEIR OWN RIGHT
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TASTING
among vineyards
After visiting Rioja Alavesa you will want to 
take part of its charm back with you. You 
may decide to buy that amazing wine you 
tasted, that special olive oil… No need to 
dwell on it for too long. Specialised shops 
offer a wide range of wines and typical 
products, tasting sessions, a number of gift 
options and special items.

GETTING TO KNOW
the wine culture
Learn about the world of wine at the Thematic 
Centre, an innovative and surprising facility 
designed to enjoy, savour and disseminate 
the culture of wine.

FEELING
the wine culture
Discover the benefits and the cosmetic 
properties of grapes and their derivatives 
through wine-therapy in Rioja Alavesa. A 
technique that -among other things - delays 
cell ageing, tones the skin, improves blood 
circulation and, above all, provides a pleasant 
feeling of relaxation.

Rioja Alavesa provides the chance to embark 
on many and varied activities: come and 
harvest the grapes with us, enjoy a barbecue 
among vineyards, taste our wines in the 
moonlight, cook with our best chefs.

And if you are an enthusiast of outdoors 
activities, enjoy a bicycle ride among the 
vineyards, go horse riding, paddle down the 
River Ebro in a canoe, climb our mountains... 
All this in the best company: family, friends, as 
a couple ... Experience and live the culture 
and landscape of Rioja Alavesa.

Visit Rioja Alavesa with your five senses; forget 
about driving and enjoy yourself without 
the need to hurry. There are many transport 
options that will adapt to your needs; 
individual tours and group tours.

Our wide range of vehicles will take you to 
the most magical settings of our region safely 
and comfortably.
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FUN
among barrels

TRAVELLING
through vineyards



A TRIP TO... RIOJA ALAVESA

If you would like to organize a trip to Rioja 
Alavesa, we can help. We will be delighted to 
place our experience and know-how at your 
disposal to prepare a trip “a la carte”, with 
personalised routes and unique experiences 
that will help you obtain first-hand knowledge 
of all the places and charms of this land.

Rioja Alavesa is a top, world level wine 
tourism destination with a wide range of 
possibilities that have been designed to 
tempt you. Each one of the plans that we 
propose include the most characteristic 
elements of Rioja Alavesa and have been 
designed to allow you to enjoy them in the 
best company; with whoever you want.

A TRIP
TO...
RIOJA ALAVESA

NEWS
RIOJA ALAVESA PINTXOS
RIOJA ALAVESA RESERVE
RIOJA ALAVESA FAMILIY
RIOJA ALAVESA NATURALLY
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KNOW-HOW
among barrels PASSION

FOR WINE
What do we offer? Something that is very 
special; because no one will show you the ins 
and outs of the world of wine like someone 
who is really involved.

From the vineyard to the labelling of the 
bottles; becoming familiar with the secrets 
of the entire process will enable you to 
understand why Rioja Alavesa wines enjoy the 
prestige they do.

You will learn how the various vineyard 
activities are performed, see how wine is 
made, taste it from the tank and the barrel, 
enjoy express tasting sessions involving the 
best wines in the winery, experience special 
tasting sessions (vertical and horizontal). All 
this in a friendly, personalized and unhurried 
manner. There is nothing like feeling you are a 
winemaker for a day!

Do you want to take the challenge?

If you like wine and the culture that surrounds 
it; we suggest a visit to the Rioja Alavesa 
“calados” and establishments. A tour that will 
uncover the secrets of a centuries-old wisdom 
and that is the true beginning to the history of 
wine.

Feel the magic hidden away in our 
underground wineries and discover why 
they are the ideal place to make our 
famous wine.

You will see the traditional wine-making 
methods, the treading of grapes, carbonic 
maceration, the ideal conditions of humidity 
and temperature... and you will understand 
why you enjoy it.

This experience will be complete when you 
discover all the activities available at the 
hotels, restaurants and “calados”: food tasting 
sessions, meals, wine tasting...
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CALADOS
underground wineries



A TRIP TO... RIOJA ALAVESA

A MEAL
IN A WINERY
Have you ever enjoyed a meal surrounded by 
typical Rioja Alavesa barrels? We would like to 
invite you to enjoy this experience.

You choose and we prepare the atmosphere: 
lunch at the winery, tasting sessions involving 
wine and typical products or wineries’ 
traditional meal of Rioja style “pochas” (string 
beans) or potatoes and chops cooked over a 
fire of vine branches.

While you enjoy with our wines, you can 
savour a tasting menu, typical dishes or a 
special menu in the unique environment of 
the winery. Thus, in a captivating and relaxed 
atmosphere, you will be able to test all your 
senses and let yourself be carried away by the 
delight of aromas and flavours.

However, if you want more, you can combine 
your meal with a visit to the winery and 
the vineyard, and then continue to enjoy 
everything that Rioja Alavesa has to offer.

An oenogastronomic getaway with friends is 
always an alluring proposition. Rioja Alavesa 
can make it a unique experience so don’t 
hesitate.

You will enjoy the amazing wine-related 
landscape, the cuisine, the art and the 
culture. There are activities for all tastes in an 
environment that is infectious thanks to the fun 
and the spirit of the people.

All our establishments offer this environment 
so that you any celebration or event with your 
friends will become a unique experience. 
Imagine tasting the typical dishes, participating 
in tasting courses and games, relaxing with a 
vinotherapy treatment, enjoying a wide range 
of activities in the vineyard...

Become a Rioja Alavesa fan. You will enjoy 
pairing our wines with your friends again. 
Because friendship and wine always go hand 
in hand.

WITH
FRIENDS

10

SHOPPING
Rioja Alavesa can boast being one of the 
wine regions with world renowned wines. Our 
speciality shops, wine cellars and collections 
of wine offer original, sophisticated and 
special wines and accessories that you can 
enjoy or share a special occasion at home; 
a special occasion when you would like to 
share the best of Rioja Alavesa when you 
are not there: a memory.

There are so many ways...

Enjoy an oenogastronomy event at your 
leisure at establishments that combine 
traditional purchases with a “gourmet” 
experience.

Everything you need along with the best 
service. So, don’t hesitate, come to our 
establishments and take Rioja Alavesa back 
home with you.

MICE
Do you have to organise an event for your 
business and you are looking for an innovative 
proposal? If you think that a working day can be 
complemented with a dose of entertainment, 
you’ve come to the ideal place. Hold your 
congresses, events, meetings or incentive trips 
in Rioja Alavesa; success is assured because 
you have the unique opportunity to combine 
business and leisure.

We have two receptive agencies, specialized 
tour guides (various languages), hotels in 
wineries, unparalleled historic sites… Enjoy the 
services and cultural resources, the nature 
and the landscape of Rioja Alavesa. You can 
walk among vineyards, take segway rides, 
buggies...

We can promise make one promise: nobody 
will be indifferent. Leisure and business: our 
specialities.
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A TRIP TO... RIOJA ALAVESA

RIOJA ALAVESA 
PINTXOS
Rioja Alavesa de Pintxos would like to offer 
you the delights of miniature cuisine in our 
region accompanied by various wines that 
have been carefully chosen by our chefs. 
Forget myths and stereotypes, we pair fish 
with red wine, Rioja style potatoes with white 
wine, desserts with aged wine... Discover 
and appreciate the flavour of Rioja Alavesa 
cuisine.

Each establishment will offer three different 
pintxos paired with the following three types 
of wine: a young red wine o harvester’s wine, 
a white wine and a special wine. Different 
pairings, different establishments and different 
towns, all at the same price.

Would you like to try?

Our establishments have prepared a range 
of paired menus. From appetisers to dessert, 
you can enjoy our delicacies paired with 
classic or modern wines.

Traditional menus that include our exquisite 
potatoes with chorizo, new creations with a 
wide range of ingredients, texture, colours...

Enjoy the best company in traditional, 
 modern, romantic, ideal restaurants. Come 
and enjoy all the options we have designed 
for you and your friends and family.

Bon appétit!

new
RIOJA ALAVESA 
RESERVE
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The biodiversity of Rioja Alavesa is outstanding 
and, consequently, many natural areas have 
been declared protected sites in order to 
preserve this rich heritage.

A network of routes has been set out to cover 
this region. Comfortable and well signposted 
routes that you can travel to discover, among 
other things: oak woods, dolmens, lagoons, 
cabins…

Circular routes, between towns; great routes 
acknowledged worldwide, such as the Way 
of St. James (Santiago), the Wine and Fish 
Route (GR-38), the Ignatian Way (GR-120), the 
Ebro route (GR-99)… Would you like to come?

We have prepared an offer that is pleasant, 
fun and suitable for the needs of all the family.

Our region is a magnificent box full of surprises, 
resources and services where parents and 
children can enjoy themselves. Visit towns, 
view landscapes while learning and enjoying 
the vast cultural and natural heritage and 
enjoy the events and festivities designed for 
the enjoyment of all.

Make the most of holidays and weekends to 
enjoy your free time with your children.  Come 
to Rioja Alavesa. Be the first to discover Rioja 
Alavesa with your family and get ready to be 
surprised...

new
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RIOJA ALAVESA 
NATURALLY

RIOJA ALAVESA 
FAMILY



Distances from LAGUARDIA to:



EKONOMIA GARAPENA ETA
LEHIAKORTASUNA SAILA
DEPARTAMENTO DE DESARROLLO
ECONÓMICO Y COMPETITIVIDAD


